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Personalized Education Philosophy 

 

• Education’s purpose is to empower students to find their own paths to their own dreams; to create life-long learners 
who are prepared for both the modern world and the future; and to empower individuals to make a positive impact 
in the world. 
 

• To this end, a personalized education program is student-centered; a student’s educational program is tailored to 
the student’s learning styles, interests, current skill levels, and personal goals. 
 

• Learning is competency-and mastery-based, allowing for extra time and assistance to master concepts a student 
finds difficult, while also allowing the student to move quickly through previously-mastered material, and 
eliminating arbitrary limitations on student progress. 
 

• However, as Dewey notes in Democracy and Education, “not the target but hitting the target is the end in view,” so 
more important than learning specific concepts is learning how to learn, and gaining competencies that will aid in 
the hitting of many targets, both current and those yet to be imagined.  
 

• Therefore, education must be forward-leaning, recognizing that the “real world” for which students are being 
prepared is dynamic, with exponential changes especially in technology. 
 

• To adequately prepare students for a future that is difficult to even imagine, a personalized education program 
places the greatest value on creativity and the ability to engage in independent, critical thinking. 
 

• Students are guided to become self-cognizant, life-long learners prepared not just for today’s world but equipped to 
continue learning for whatever the future holds.  
 

• As such, a personalized education program is student-driven; students take an active role in their education, from 
the development of their education plans to collaboration with course instructors. 
 

• Instead of taking authoritative roles or seen as the sole purveyors of knowledge, instructors are instead mentors, 
offering guidance and feedback while respecting the diverse needs and goals of each student.  
 

• Students also learn to identify and understand cause-and-effect relationships, recognizing connections that span and 
go beyond content areas, and engage in proactive behaviors leading to personal development and engagement in 
the service of their community and beyond. 
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Academic Integrity Policy 
 

SAS will not tolerate cheating, plagiarism, or facilitating academic dishonesty and serious consequences will result from 

such behaviors including receiving an “F” for the assignment in question or for the course. Repeated violations may 

result in expulsion from the school.  

 

I. PHILOSOPHY  

Academic integrity is founded upon and encompasses the following five values: honesty, trust, fairness, 

respect, and responsibility. Supporting and affirming these values is essential to promoting and maintaining 

a high level of academic integrity. Each member of the academic community must stand accountable for his 

or her actions. As a result, a community develops in which students learn the responsibilities of citizenship 

and how to contribute honorably to their professions.  

 

If knowledge is to be gained and properly evaluated, it must be pursued under conditions free from 

dishonesty. Deceit and misrepresentations are incompatible with the fundamental activity of this academic 

institution and shall not be tolerated. Members of the SAS community are expected to foster in their own 

work the spirit of academic honesty and not to tolerate its abuse by others. 

 

 First responsibility for academic integrity lies with individual students and faculty members of this 

community. A violation of academic integrity is an act harmful to all other students, faculty and, ultimately, 

the school.  

 

Students are expected to practice responsible and honest behavior. Acts of academic dishonesty will not be 

tolerated at SAS and are listed below:  

 

• Cheating on tests, homework, or grading of assignments 

• Fabrication (any intentional falsification or invention of date, citation, or other authority in an 

academic exercise)  

• Unauthorized collaboration  

• Plagiarism (stealing and passing off as one’s own the words or ideas of another)  

• Theft or alteration of materials  

 

Violation of this policy will result in:  

 

First Offense: The student will lose all credit for the assignment and/or test with no makeup permitted. If the 

assignment is a standard in the course, the standard must still be completed to the appropriate performance 

level. Parents will be contacted and violation may result in loss of school privileges.  

 

Second Offense: The second offense of academic dishonesty in any course, in any year, will result in the student 

being dropped from that course with a grade of “F” and no credit will be given. Parents will be contacted and 

there will be a loss of school privileges.  

 

Third Offense: The third offense of academic dishonesty in any course, in any year, will result in a grade of “F” 

for that course and dismissal from SAS. 
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Course Offerings: At a Glance 
 

Language Arts 
 
1610 Language Arts 6 
1710 Language Arts 7 
1810 Language Arts 8 

 
Mathematics 
 
2610 Advanced Math Concepts (6) 
2710 MS Pre-Algebra (7) 
2810 MS Introductory Algebra (8) 
 
 

Science 
 
4610 MS Earth Science 
4710 MS Life Science 
4810 MS Physical Science 

 

Social Studies 
 
3610 MS Ancient History & Geography 
3710 MS Modern World History & Geography 
3810 MS U.S. History & Geography 

 
Health/Physical Education 
 
7610 Health/P.E. 6 
7710 Health/P.E. 7 
7810 Health/P.E. 8 
7910 Fitness 
 

Career Technical Education 
 
8610 Keyboarding 6 
8710 Keyboarding 7 
8810 Keyboarding 8 
8820 Technology Literacy 
8910 Career Exploration I 
8920 Career Exploration II 

 
 
 

 

Visual & Performing Arts 
 
6610 Art 6 
6710 Art 7 
6810 Art 8 
6910 2D Studio Art 
6620 Visual Arts 6 
6720 Visual Arts 7 
6820 Visual Arts 8 
6920 Digital Art & Design 
6630 Music 6 
6730 Music 7 
6830 Music 8 
6930 Exploring Music 
6640 Dance 6 
6740 Dance 7 
6849 Dance 8 
6650 Theatre 6 
6750 Theatre 7 
6850 Theatre 8 
6950 Photography 
 

World Languages  

 
5710 MS Spanish 1 
5810 MS Spanish 2 
5720 MS French 1 
5820 MS French 2 
5730 MS German 1 
5830 MS German 2 
5740 MS Latin 1 
5840 MS Latin 2 
5750 MS Chinese 1 
5850 MS Chinese 2 
 

High School Courses 

 
Middle school students can have opportunities to take  
high school classes for high school credit. See the  
high school catalog for current course options, and  
discuss this with your Personalized Education Coach 
or academic counselor to explore the requirements to  
see if this is a good choice for you. 
 
 
 



 

P
ag

e5
 

Curriculum Options 

The majority of courses offered through CMASAS are designed by Personalized Education Group, Inc. using a variety of 

resources and curricula. We do not subscribe to a single publisher but instead gather from multiple sources, and we are 

continuously looking for new resources to add to our library. 

Each course listing will display the main curriculum source/s. Some courses have multiple options and students can 

choose which version of the course they would like to take based on their enrollment level. 

Curriculum Source Description 

Personalized Education Group (PEG) PEG curriculum is created by highly qualified curriculum designers. This 
curriculum was designed with the personalized education model as its 
foundation and is presented through the Learning Management System 
(LMS).  A variety of recourses are used to enhance student engagement and 
learning.  PEG courses provide a variety of assessment types from project 
based to multiple choice quizzes that promote knowledge-building and 
critical thinking skills.  

Compass Learning Odyssey (CLO) CLO courses are presented through the LMS and provide students with a 
more structured approach to learning. CLO courses are presented through a 
video presentation and then students are given a multiple choice question 
quiz/test and some short-essay style writing assignments.  

Rosetta Stone (RS) Rosetta Stone is an immersion based language learning program.  Students 
use images and audio to learn the language.  There are no traditional 
lessons on grammar or verb conjugations.  Activities include a core lesson, 
pronunciation, vocabulary, grammar, listening, and others.  Each activity 
follows the same format with students matching what they hear to images.  
Students will also use the voice recognition program to analyze their oral 
abilities. All Rosetta Stone activities our done outside of the LMS but the 
courses are supplemented through the LMS with culture projects and 
current events assignments.   
 
See the World Language Section for a list of languages offered. 
 

Middlebury Middlebury offers a more traditional format to language learning that 
includes lessons in verb conjugations, grammar, vocabulary, and 
pronunciation.  All content is presented through the LMS.  There is a variety 
of activities that include audio and recording features for oral and listening 
assessments.    
See the World Language Section for a list of languages offered. 
 

eDynamics eDynamic courses are presented through text, video, and interactive. A 
variety of assessments types. These courses are mostly electives and on 
unique topics such as Gothic Literature or Veterinary Science. 
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English/Language Arts Course Offerings 
 

Language Arts 6 
 
Students develop skills in word analysis, fluency, and 
vocabulary. Students read and understand grade-level-
appropriate material. They describe and connect the 
essential ideas, arguments, and perspectives of the text 
by using their knowledge of text structure, organization, 
and purpose. They practice responding to what they 
read through narrative and expository critique. Students 
write clear, coherent, and focused essays. The writing 
exhibits students' awareness of the audience and 
purpose. Essays contain formal introductions, 
supporting evidence, and conclusions. They write 
narrative, expository, persuasive, and descriptive texts 
of at least 500 to 700 words in each genre; these include 
narratives, research reports, responses to literature, 
persuasive compositions, and various expository 
patterns of development (compare & contrast, problem 
and solution, etc.). Students also engage in listening and 
presentation activities, developing essential skills.  
 
Duration: 2 semesters PEG or CLO 
 
1611 Language Arts 6 A   
1612 Language Arts 6 B  

 

Language Arts 8 
 
Students use their knowledge of word origins and word 
relationships, as well as historical and literary context 
clues, to determine the meaning of specialized 
vocabulary and to understand the precise meaning of 
grade-level-appropriate words. Students read and 
understand grade-level-appropriate material. Student 
continue to build their writing skills and literary 
connections. Students’ writing demonstrates a 
command of standard American English and the 
research, organizational, and drafting strategies; these 
include biographies, autobiographies, short stories, 
narratives, responses to literature, research reports, 
persuasive compositions, technical documents, and 
documents related to career development. Students 
deliver well-organized formal presentations employing 
traditional rhetorical strategies. 
 
Duration: 2 semesters PEG or CLO 
 
1811 Language Arts 8 A  
1812 Language Arts 8 B  

 

 

Language Arts 7 
 
Students continue to develop skills in word analysis, 
fluency, and vocabulary; read grade-level material; and 
describe and connect the essential ideas, arguments, 
and perspectives of the text by using their knowledge of 
text structure, organization, and purpose. They build on 
concepts and skills gained in Language Arts 6. Students 
will clarify ideas and connect them to other literary 
works. Students write and speak with a command of 
standard English conventions appropriate to this grade 
level. Students deliver focused, coherent presentations 
that convey ideas clearly and relate to the background 
and interests of the audience. They evaluate the 
content of oral communication, and they deliver well-
organized formal presentations employing traditional 
rhetorical strategies; these include narrative 
presentations, oral summaries of articles and books, 
research presentations, and persuasive presentations. 
 
Duration: 2 semesters PEG or CLO 
 
1711 Language Arts 7 A  
1712 Language Arts 7 B  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Books can be dangerous. The best 

ones should be labeled "This could 

change your life." ~Helen Exley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

P
ag

e7
 

Mathematics Course Offerings 
 

Advanced Math Concepts (6) 
 
The Students master the four arithmetic operations with 
whole numbers, positive fractions, positive decimals, 
and positive and negative integers; they accurately 
compute and solve problems.  They apply their 
knowledge to statistics and probability.  Students 
understand the concepts of mean, median, and mode of 
data sets and how to calculate the range.  They analyze 
data and sampling processes for possible bias and 
misleading conclusions; they use addition and 
multiplication of fractions routinely to calculate the 
probabilities for compound events.  Students 
conceptually understand and work with ratios and 
proportions; they compute percentages (e.g., tax, tips, 
interest).  Students learn about pi and the formulas for 
the circumference and area of a circle.  They solve one-
step linear equations.  
 
Duration: 2 semesters PEG or CLO 
  
2611 Advanced Math Concepts A 
2612 Advanced Math Concepts B 

 

Introductory Algebra (8) 
 
Students develop an understanding of algebraic skills 
and concepts used in a wide variety of problem-solving 
situations. Topics include, but are not limited to, 
arithmetic properties, understanding various 
operations and rules (i.e. reciprocal, exponents), solving 
equations and inequalities, absolute values, linear 
equations, multistep problems, word problems, 
graphing equations and quadratic functions, parallel 
and perpendicular lines, slopes, graphical interpretation 
of multiple equations, monomials, polynomials, and 
additional algebraic concepts. Students develop the 
ability to use and know simple aspects of a logical 
argument, and they will be able to use the properties of 
the number system to judge the validity of results, 
justify each step of a procedure, and to prove or 
disprove statements 
 

Duration: 2 semesters PEG or CLO 

  
2811 Introduction Algebra A  

2812 Introduction Algebra B  

 
 

 

Pre-Algebra (7) 
 
Students become adept at manipulating numbers and 
equations and understand the general principles at 
work.  Students learn and use factoring of numerators 
and denominators and properties of exponents. They 
learn the Pythagorean theorem and solve problems in 
which they compute the length of an unknown side. 
Students learn how to compute the surface area and 
volume of basic three-dimensional objects and 
understand how area and volume change with a change 
in scale. They learn and use different representations of 
fractional numbers (fractions, decimals, and percent). 
They increase their facility with ratio and proportion, 
compute percent change, and compute simple and 
compound interest. They graph linear functions and 
understand the idea of slope and its relation to ratio. 
 
Duration: 2 semesters PEG or CLO 
  
2711 Pre-Algebra A  
2712 Pre-Algebra B   

 

 
BUT MATHEMATICS IS THE SISTER, AS WELL AS THE 
SERVANT, OF THE ARTS AND IS TOUCHED WITH THE 
SAME MADNESS AND GENIUS.  ~ HAROLD MARSTON 
MORSE   
 
 

 
 
AS FAR AS THE LAWS OF MATHEMATICS REFER TO 
REALITY, THEY ARE NOT CERTAIN; AND AS FAR AS 
THEY ARE CERTAIN, THEY DO NOT REFER TO REALITY 
~ALBERT EINSTEIN 
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Social Studies Course Offerings 
 

Ancient History & Geography (6) 
 
Students expand their understanding of history by 
studying the people and events of the major Western and 
non-Western ancient civilizations. Geography is studied 
in the development of the human story. Emphasis is 
placed on the everyday lives, problems, and 
accomplishments of people, their role in developing 
social, economic, and political structures, and in 
establishing and spreading ideas that helped transform 
the world forever. Students develop higher levels of 
critical thinking by considering why civilizations 
developed where and when they did, why they became 
dominant, and why they declined. Students analyze the 
interactions among the various cultures, emphasizing 
their enduring contributions and the link between the 
contemporary and ancient worlds. 
 
Duration: 2 semesters PEG or CLO 

 
3611 Ancient History and Geography A  
3612 Ancient History and Geography B  

 
 
 

U.S. History and Geography (8) 
 
Students study the ideas, issues, and events from the 
framing of the Constitution up to World War I, with an 
emphasis on America's role in the war. After reviewing 
the development of America's democratic institutions 
founded on the Judeo-Christian heritage and English 
parliamentary traditions, particularly the shaping of the 
Constitution, students trace the development of 
American politics, society, culture, and economy and 
relate them to the emergence of major regional 
differences. They learn about the challenges facing the 
new nation, with an emphasis on the causes, course, and 
consequences of the Civil War. They make connections 
between the rise of industrialization and contemporary 
social and economic conditions.  
 
Duration: 2 semesters PEG or CLO 
 
3811 U.S. History and Geography A 
3812 U.S. History and Geography B 

 

 

Modern World History/Geography (7) 
  
Students study the social, cultural, and technological 
changes that occurred in Europe, Africa, and Asia in the 
year’s A. D. 500 - 1789. After reviewing the ancient world 
and the ways in which archaeologists and historians 
uncover the past, students study the history and 
geography of great civilizations that were developing 
concurrently throughout the world during medieval and 
early modern times. They examine the growing economic 
interaction among civilizations as well as the exchange of 
ideas, beliefs, technologies, and commodities. They learn 
about the resulting growth of Enlightenment philosophy 
and the new examination of the concepts of reason and 
authority, the natural rights of human beings and the 
divine right of kings, experimentalism in science, and the 
dogma of belief. Finally, students assess the political 
forces let loose by the Enlightenment, particularly the 
rise of democratic ideas, and they learn about the 
continuing influence of these ideas in the world today. 
 
Duration: 2 semesters 

PEG or CLO 

 
3711 Modern World history and Geography A 
3712 Modern World History and Geography B 
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Science Course Offerings 
 

Earth Science (6) 
 
Students explore Earth and space science through the 
following topics: plate tectonics and Earth’s structure, 
shaping Earth’s surface, heat (thermal energy), energy in the 
Earth system, ecology, and resources. Students learn how to 
go through the scientific process by asking meaningful 
questions and conducting careful investigations.  
 

Duration: 2 semesters PEG or CLO 

 
4611 Earth Science A  

4612 Earth Science B  

 

Life Science (7) 
 
Students gain understanding of life science topics, including 
cell biology, genetics, evolution, Earth and life history, the 
structure and function in living systems, and the physical 
principles in living systems. Students learn how to go through 
the scientific process by asking meaningful questions and 
conducting careful investigations.  

Duration: 2 semesters PEG or CLO 

 
4711 Life Science A  

4712 Life Science B  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Physical Science (8) 
 
Students survey and gain understanding in the realm 
of physical science, and topics include motion, forces, 
the structure of matter, Earth in the social system, 
reactions, chemistry of living systems, the periodic 
table, and density and buoyancy. Students learn how 
to go through the scientific process by asking 
meaningful questions and conducting careful 
investigations. 

Duration: 2 semesters PEG or CLO 
 
4811 Physical Science A  
4812 Physical Science B  
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World Languages Course Offerings 
 

Chinese I 
 
Students learn beginning Chinese; no prior exposure to 
the Chinese language is required. Students will primarily 
learn to speak and understand spoken Chinese, and they 
will also learn how to read and write basic Chinese. They 
will gain knowledge of the Chinese culture and become 
aware of both Chinese history and current events  
 
Duration: 2 semesters RS or Middlebury 
 
5751 Chinese I A 
5752 Chinese I B 

  

Chinese II 
 
Students continue where they left off with Chinese I, 
building their vocabulary and refining their ability to 
speak and understand the language, as well as continue 
practicing reading/writing in the language. They also 
continue culture and history studies.  
 
Duration: 2 semesters RS or Middlebury 
 
5851 Chinese II A 
5852 Chinese II B 

 

MS French I 
 
Students learn beginning French; no prior exposure to 
the French language is required. Students will primarily 
learn to speak and understand spoken French, and they 
will also learn how to read and write basic French. They 
will gain knowledge of the French culture and become 
aware of both French history and current events. 
  
Duration: 2 semesters RS or Middlebury 
 
5721 French I A 
5722 French I B 

 
No Culture can live, if it attempts to be exclusive 

~Mahatma Gandhi 

  
 

 

French II 
 
Students continue where they left off with French I, 
building their vocabulary and refining their ability to 
speak and understand the language, as well as continue 
practicing reading/writing in the language. They also 
continue culture and history studies. 
 
Duration: 2 semesters RS or Middlebury 
 
5821 French II A 
5822 French II B 

 

German I 
 
Students learn beginning German; no prior exposure to 
the German language is required. Students will 
primarily learn to speak and understand spoken 
German, and they will also learn how to read and write 
basic German. They will gain knowledge of the German 
culture and become aware of both German history and 
current events.  
 
Duration: 2 semesters RS or Middlebury 
 
5731 German I A 
5732 German I B 

 

German II 
   
Students continue where they left off with German I, 
building their vocabulary and refining their ability to 
speak and understand the language, as well as continue 
practicing reading/writing in the language. They also 
continue culture and history studies 
 
Duration: 2 semesters RS or Middlebury 
 
5831 German II A 
5832 German II B 
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Latin I 
 
Students take Latin to gain a strong linguistic foundation 
for learning several other languages as well as for 
building modern vocabulary, especially in the fields of 
science and medicine. Students interested in language 
and linguistics, sciences, and medicine are encouraged 
to take this course. In beginning Latin; no prior exposure 
to the Latin language is required. Students will primarily 
learn to speak and understand spoken Latin, and they 
will also learn how to read and write basic Latin. They 
will gain knowledge of the ancient Latin culture and 
become aware of both Latin history and how Latin 
currently influences culture and language throughout 
the modern world.  
 
Duration: 2 semesters Middlebury 
 
5741 Latin I A 
5742 Latin I B 

 
 

Latin II 
  
Students continue where they left off with Latin I, 
building their vocabulary and refining their ability to 
read, write, and speak Latin. They also continue culture 
and history studies. 
 
Duration: 2 semesters Middlebury 
 
5841 Latin II A 
5842 Latin II B 

 

 

Spanish I 
 
Students learn beginning Spanish; no prior exposure to 
the Spanish language is required. Students will primarily 
learn to speak and understand spoken Spanish, and they 
will also learn how to read and write basic Spanish. They 
will gain knowledge of the Spanish culture and become 
aware of both Spanish history and current events.  
 
Duration: 2 semesters RS or Middlebury 
 
5711 Spanish I A 
5811 Spanish I B  

 

MS Spanish II 
Grade Level(s): 6th-8th   
Students continue where they left off with Spanish I, 
building their vocabulary and refining their ability to 
speak and understand the language, as well as continue 
practicing reading/writing in the language. They also 
continue culture and history studies. 
 
Duration: 2 semesters RS or Middlebury 
 
5851 Spanish II A 
5852 Spanish II B 
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Visual & Performing Arts Course Offerings 
 

Dance 
 
Students engage in age-appropriate activities modified 
accordingly for their individual skill level. A course outline 
provides a detailed course description with 
competencies listed to facilitate the creation of an 
individual plan.  Students taking dance are often involved 
in local classes in their community, and some are 
developing their skills as professional dancers. However, 
students can also opt to identify key skills to develop, 
align these goals with the course competencies, and have 
these activities documented for their middle school 
transcript. Students are expected to develop 
competencies over the course of grades 6th through 8th, 
with up to two semesters per academic year.  
 
Duration: 2 semesters PEG 
 
6641 Dance 6 A  
6641 Dance 6 B  
6741 Dance 7 A  
6742 Dance 7 B  
6841 Dance 8 A  
6842 Dance 8 B  

 

Music 
 
Students engage in age-appropriate activities modified 
accordingly for their individual skill level. A course outline 
provides a detailed course description with 
competencies listed to facilitate the creation of an 
individual plan.  Students taking music are often involved 
in local classes in their community, and some are 
developing their skills as professional musicians. 
However, students can also opt to identify key skills to 
develop, align these goals with the course competencies, 
and have these activities documented for their middle 
school transcript. Students are expected to develop 
competencies over the course of grades 6th through 8th, 
with up to two semesters per academic year.  
 
Duration: 2 semesters PEG 
 
6631 Music 6 A  
6632 Music 6 B  
6731 Music 7 A  
6732 Music 7 B  
6831 Music 8 A  
6832 Music 8 B  

 

 

Students have a variety of options for visual 

and performing arts classes, and they are also 

encouraged to integrate the arts throughout 

their other areas of study.   

 

Most courses are designed to document and 

incorporate current student activities in the arts. 

Dance, Music, and Theater are for students 

who are actively involved in courses or who are 

professional performers seeking to further 

develop their skills. "Art" is another class that 

can easily incorporate student involvement in 

the arts.  

 

Students typically submit work using a scanner 

or digital camera to create an image to email 

or upload into the classroom, or by presenting 

via webcam. 
 
 

Theater 
   
Students engage in age-appropriate activities modified 
accordingly for their individual skill level. A course 
outline provides a detailed course description with 
competencies listed to facilitate the creation of an 
individual plan.  Students taking theater are often 
involved in local classes in their community, and some 
are developing their skills as professionals. However, 
students can also opt to identify key skills to develop, 
align these goals with the course competencies, and 
have these activities documented for their middle 
school transcript. Students are expected to develop 
competencies over the course of grades 6th through 
8th, with up to two semesters per academic year.  
 
Duration: 2 semesters PEG 
 
6651 Theater 6 A  
6652 Theater 6 B  
6751 Theater 7 A  
6752 Theater 7 B  
6851 Theater 8 A  
6852 Theater 8 B  
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Visual Arts  
 
Students engage in age-appropriate activities modified 
accordingly for their individual skill level. A course outline 
provides a detailed course description with 
competencies listed to facilitate the creation of an 
individual plan.  Students taking visual arts are often 
involved in local classes in their community, and some 
are developing their skills as professional artists. 
However, students can also opt to identify key skills to 
develop, align these goals with the course competencies, 
and have these activities documented for their middle 
school transcript. Students are expected to develop 
competencies over the course of grades 6th through 8th, 
with up to two semesters per academic year.  
 
Duration: 2 semesters PEG 
 
6621 Visual Arts 6 A  
6622 Visual Arts 6 B  
6721 Visual Arts 7 A  
6722 Visual Arts 7 B  
6821 Visual Arts 8 A  
6822 Visual Arts 8 B  

                                              

Art 
 
Students taking an integrated approach to art can 
include both visual and performing arts. Performing 
arts can include music, theater, dance, or other forms 
of performance. Students engage in age-appropriate 
activities modified accordingly for their individual skill 
level. A course outline provides a detailed course 
description with competencies listed to facilitate the 
creation of an individual plan. Students taking art are 
often involved in local classes in their community, and 
some are developing their skills as professional artists. 
However, students can also opt to identify key skills to 
develop, align these goals with the course 
competencies, and have these activities documented 
for their middle school transcript. Students are 
expected to develop competencies over the course of 
grades 6th through 8th, with up to two semesters per 
academic year.  
 
Duration: 2 semesters PEG 
 
6611 Art 6 A  
6612 Art 6 B  
6711 Art 7 A  
6712 Art 7 B  
6811 Art 8 A  
6812 Art 8 B  

Digital Art & Design 
  
There are so many different types of art in this world—
fine art, classical art, visual art—but the impact of 
digital art and design is all around us, often in ways that 
you probably aren’t even aware of! After taking Digital 
Art and Design, you’ll enjoy a deeper understanding 
and appreciation for all things digital as you explore 
this special genre of art found in everything from 
advertising to animation to photography and beyond. 
In this course, you’ll learn about the evolution of art, 
the basic principles of art and design, and the role of 
art in politics and society. Additionally, you will actually 
create your own digital art and make it come alive. Give 
your creative side a boost with this course. 
 
Duration: 1 semester eDyn 
 
6920 Digital Art & Design 

 

2D Studio Art 
  
Close your eyes and imagine you’re standing in an art 
studio—the smell of paint, the heat of the kiln, and the 
infinite creative possibilities that linger in the air. This 
is where art is born, and in 2D Studio Art, you’ll learn 
how to bring your art visions to life. Whatever medium 
you prefer—painting, drawing, photography—this 
course will teach you the design elements and 
principles needed to create a work of art, explore your 
artistic inspirations, travel back in time to look at art in 
different cultures, and gain insight about the art of 
critiquing. If you’ve ever dreamed about making a 
living as an artist, this course will give you the tools and 
background that you need to turn those dreams into a 
reality. 
 

 
Duration: 1 semester eDyn 
 
6910 2D Studio Art 
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Exploring Music 
  
What comes to mind when you hear the word ‘music’? 
Do you think about your favorite band or artist? Do you 
think about instruments and scales and chords? The 
word ‘music’ means something different to everyone. 
This is why in Exploring Music there is a little bit of 
something for everyone! You will learn about how we 
hear music and how music affects our lives. You will 
explore important elements of music like rhythm, 
pitch, and harmony, as well as different musical genres. 
You will discover more about your singing voice and 
musical instruments and composition while taking in 
the history and culture of music over the years. Tune 
up your understanding and appreciation for all things 
music by signing up for this course. 
 
Duration: 1 semester eDyn 
 
6930 Exploring Music 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photography 
  
What do you think makes a photograph great? Do you 
want to take fun, interesting photographs of people, 
places, and pets to post for your friends or hang on 
your wall? Photo images are everywhere today. 
Sometimes we see hundreds in one day. But it’s 
obvious that not all photographs are the same—some 
are definitely cooler than others. In Middle 
School Photography: Drawing with Light, you’ll learn 
how to take those excellent, jaw-dropping 
photographs that you see in magazines and on your 
favorite social media sites. You’ll learn the basics of 
using a camera and how to avoid common 
photography mistakes. Once you get the hang of this 
process, you’ll be taking photos that will amaze your 
friends and have them wondering how you do it. 
 
Duration: 1 semester eDyn 
 
6950 Photography 
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Health & Physical Education Course Offerings 
  

Health/PE 6 
 
Students demonstrate the motor skills and movement 
patterns needed to perform a variety of physical 
activities. They demonstrate knowledge of movement 
concepts, principles, and strategies that apply to the 
learning and performance of physical activities. 
Students assess and maintain a level of physical fitness 
to improve health and performance. Students 
demonstrate knowledge of physical fitness concepts, 
principles, and strategies to improve health and 
performance. Finally, students demonstrate and utilize 
knowledge of psychological and sociological concepts, 
principles, and strategies that apply to the learning and 
performance of physical activity.  
 
Duration: 2 semesters PEG 
 
7611 Health/PE 6 A 
7612 Health/PE 6 B 

 

Health/PE 7 
 
Students demonstrate the motor skills and movement 
patterns needed to perform a variety of physical 
activities. They demonstrate knowledge of movement 
concepts, principles, and strategies that apply to the 
learning and performance of physical activities. 
Students assess and maintain a level of physical fitness 
to improve health and performance. Students 
demonstrate knowledge of physical fitness concepts, 
principles, and strategies to improve health and 
performance. Finally, students demonstrate and utilize 
knowledge of psychological and sociological concepts, 
principles, and strategies that apply to the learning and 
performance of physical activity.  
 
Duration: 2 semesters PEG 
 
7711 Health/PE 7A 
7712 Health/PE 7B 

 
 

 

Health/PE 8 
 
Students demonstrate the motor skills and movement 
patterns needed to perform a variety of physical 
activities. They demonstrate knowledge of movement 
concepts, principles, and strategies that apply to the 
learning and performance of physical activities. 
Students assess and maintain a level of physical fitness 
to improve health and performance. Students 
demonstrate knowledge of physical fitness concepts, 
principles, and strategies to improve health and 
performance. Finally, students demonstrate and utilize 
knowledge of psychological and sociological concepts, 
principles, and strategies that apply to the learning and 
performance of physical activity.  
 
Duration: 2 semesters PEG 
 
7811 Health/PE 8 A 
7812 Health/PE 8 B 

 

Fitness 
  
Are you physically fit? What does being fit mean to 
you? Physical fitness is a lot more than just a number 
on a scale – and that’s exactly what you’ll learn in this 
course! This course will help you understand the basics 
behind what it means to be physically fit; allow you to 
gain a deeper understanding about how your body 
functions; learn the complex science behind exercise; 
explore what it means to be mindful and what inspires 
you; and determine how you can test your current level 
of fitness. Being and staying physically fit is a lifelong 
endeavor and, just like human beings, there are many 
complexities involved! Learning about and improving 
your physical fitness is a smart choice to make at any 
age – and by signing up for this course, you will be 
doing exactly that! Consider this course to be the first 
step on your exciting journey to understanding and 
improving your physical fitness. 
 

 
Duration: 1 semester eDyn 
 
7910 Fitness 

 
 
 
 

 



 

P
ag

e1
6

 

Career Technical Education Course Offerings 
 

Keyboarding 
 
Students learn proper finger placement and engage in 
systematic instruction to build both accuracy and speed. 
Instruction is customized to student skill level and 
learning preferences, continuously increasing fluency 
and efficiency in typing skills.   
 
Duration: 2 semesters PEG 
 
8611 Keyboarding 6 A 
8612 Keyboarding 6 B 
8711 Keyboarding 7 A 
8712 Keyboarding 7 B 
8811 Keyboarding 8 A 
8812 Keyboarding 8 B 

 

Career Exploration I 
  
How many times have you heard, “What do you want 
to be when you grow up?” When you close your eyes 
and picture yourself in the future, what do you see? 
Police officer? Doctor? Farmer? Pilot? Teacher? Really, 
the possibilities are endless. And with so many careers 
to pick from, it can be confusing knowing where to 
start your search. In Middle School Career Exploration, 
you will have the chance to explore more than 15 
different career areas including energy fields, human 
resources, the law, transportation, and more. Discover 
which careers you might enjoy the most.                                 
 
Duration: 1 semester eDyn 
 
8910 Career Exploration I 

 
  

 

 

Technology Literacy 
 
Students will be able to use a computer and its 
peripherals to complete tasks. They will develop word 
processing skills, create electronic presentations, 
create and use databases, and created and use 
spreadsheets. Students will gain Internet skills 
including browsing, searching, emailing, researching, 
and presenting. They will learn and demonstrate basic 
Internet safety and ethics while engaging in various 
forms of Online communication.  
Students are strongly encouraged to either take each 
semester of this sequence or to otherwise master the 
concepts covered in this class.  These skills are strongly 
aligned to academic success as well as being able to 
function well in a work environment involving even the 
basic levels of technology. Personal responsibility and 
being "savvy" regarding online threats is another focus 
area essential to functioning in today's society.  
If a student does not complete this sequence in middle 
school, then a high school equivalent course is 
available: Computer Fundamentals. Credit cannot be 
granted for both MS Technology Literacy and Computer 
Fundamentals.  
 
Duration: 2 semesters PEG 
 
8821 Technology Literacy A 
8822 Technology Literacy B 

 

Career Exploration II 
  
Imagine that it’s 20 years from now. What career do 
you see yourself in? What do you imagine that you’ll 
be doing? Will you be fighting forest fires or 
engineering the next rocket into space? With all the 
careers available, it can be difficult to narrow them 
down. In Middle School Career Explorations 2 we’ll 
explore more careers and what they take to succeed. 
You’ll learn more about what steps are needed to 
prepare for your career and how to compare the pros 
and cons of different career choices. Finally, you’ll get 
the chance to try out parts of different careers. 
 
 

 
Duration: 1 semester eDyn 
 
8920 Career Exploration II 
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Specialty Course Offerings 

 

Special Topics Courses 
  
The Special Topics option allows a student to explore a 
personal, academic, or career interest area that is not 
currently offered by the course catalog.  The course 
results in elective credit; for example, Special Topics in 
Mathematics does not count as one of the math credits 
required toward graduation, but it does count as an 
elective credit.  
 
Note: students who simply want to integrate their own 
interests or activities to count toward a core credit area 
are encouraged to review the course catalog and consider 
the Student-Designed Course option.  
 
The title of the course is selected from list below that 
best categorizes the course content:  
 

• Special Topics in Mathematics 

• Special Topics in Science 

• Special Topics in Language Arts 

• Special Topics in Social Sciences 

• Special Topics in Fine Arts 

• Special Topics in Performing Arts 

• Special Topics in Visual Arts 

• Special Topics in Technology 

• Special Topics in Health 
 
A Special Topics course must be pre-approved by the 
student's PEC and the instructor who will be overseeing 
the course. The student submits a proposal, uses 
feedback to refine it through an iterative process, and 
then completes the course as described in the approved 
proposal. Changes made mid-course must be pre-
approved. 
 
Each semester special topics course must comprise 
approximately 90 hours of learning and activities. This 
time can include both the learning and demonstration of 
the learning. Reading, researching, completing projects, 
and other activities related to the class can be counted 
toward this expected time requirement. 
 

 
While a course can provide for a learning curve, 
scaffolding up to a desired level, the ultimate level of 
learning - as demonstrated by the end of the class- must 
be at a high school level or above. 
 
Examples of special topics include a student working 
through the publishing process of a book, learning about 
mathematical geniuses through the ages, exploring a 
specific country or culture's literature, learning more 
about a key historical figure in depth, and applying a 
specific skill set to a large project or series of projects, 
among others. 

 
Custom Courses 
  
No matter how extensive the catalog offerings, 
sometimes a student needs a specialty course not 
currently provided. When a student-designed or special 
topics course will not serve this need, another option is 
available: a custom course.  

 
A custom course is created by an instructional design 
team and placed into the learning management system 
(LMS).  The school also obtains the necessary curriculum 
and makes that available through the LMS.  Custom 
Courses need to be requested in advance to allow time 
for the design process, and wait time can vary depending 
on current design projects and whether timelines can be 
adjusted. A custom course request is not guaranteed to 
be accepted, but all requests are considered with an 
eagerness to accommodate. Due to the costs associated 
with creating a custom course, additional fees apply. 

 


